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Markedness most to least complex (key)
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Voice-place-manner chart

Complexity approach / markedness

Overview
This chart organizes all the consonants and glides in the English language depending on the voice, place, and manner.

Voice

� Voice refers to "voicing.�
� The chart indicates whether a sound has voicing or not

Place

� Place refers to where in the mouth a sound is produce�
� For example, some sounds are produced in the back of the mouth (/k/, /g/, /ŋ/) so 

they are grouped together as velars.

Manner

� Manner refers to how sounds are produce�
� For example, certain sounds such as stops (/b/, /p/, /t/, /d/, /k/, /g/) are produced by 

stopping all airflow and then "exploding" airflow upon production.
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