Pipkin Classification

The Pipkin Classification system consists of four types of femoral head fractures: type |, Il, lll, and IV. These
types are determined based on the involvement of certain anatomical structures, such as the acetabular rim and

weight-bearing surface.

Type |

Type Il

Fracture of the femoral head inferior (distal) to the
fovea capitis. This is a small fracture that does not
involve the weight-bearing surface.

Fracture of the femoral head superior (proximal) to
the fovea capitis. This is a larger fracture that
involves the weight-bearing surface.

Type Il

Type IV

Type | or Il femoral head fracture with an additional
fracture of the femoral neck. This type has an
increased risk of avascular necrosis.

Type | or Il femoral head fracture with an additional
fracture of the acetabular wall, usually the posterior
wall.
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