
Kohlberg Chart
This Kohlberg Chart provides a structured overview of Lawrence Kohlberg’s stages of moral 
development, laid out in table format for easy documentation and analysis. This chart is an invaluable 
tool for educators, psychologists, and researchers interested in exploring the complexities of moral 
reasoning.

Instructions for use

Directly input observations, assessment results, or notes related to each stage.

Use the chart to facilitate discussions on moral reasoning, guide ethical decision-making, or during 
psychological assessments.

Stage Level Description of
moral stage

Observations Application 
examples

1 Pre-
conventional

Obedience and 
punishment orientation:
Behavior is influenced by 
the prospect of 
punishment.

2 Pre-
conventional

Self-interest orientation:
Right behavior defined by 
whatever is in the 
individual's best interest.

3 Conventional Social conformity 
orientation:
Good behavior means 
having good intentions 
and relationships with 
others.



Download and usage tips

This chart is particularly useful in classroom settings to enhance students' understanding of moral 
development.

In therapeutic or counseling settings, it helps clients reflect on their personal development and 
moral decision-making processes.

Researchers can use the chart to categorize and analyze patterns in moral reasoning across 
different studies or populations.
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Stage Level Description of
moral stage

Observations Application 
examples

4 Conventional Law and order 
orientation:
Morality is defined by 
respecting authority and 
upholding the law.

5 Post-
conventional

Social contract 
orientation:
People follow laws 
because they believe they 
are necessary for the 
welfare of society, but 
these can be changed if 
they do not serve the 
community.

6 Post-
conventional

Universal ethical 
principles orientation:
Actions are determined by 
self-chosen ethical 
principles that are 
universal and consistent.
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	punishment orientation: 
	0: Young children often exhibit this stage when they obey rules to avoid punishment.
	1: In educational settings, teachers might observe compliance from students who fear disciplinary actions rather than understanding the reasons behind rules.

	Selfinterest orientation: 
	0:  Individuals may follow rules when it aligns with personal benefits.
	1: During group activities, some students may cooperate only if they can see a direct benefit or reward for themselves.

	having good intentions: 
	0: Common in adolescence where peer approval becomes a significant influence.
	1: Students may adopt behaviors or attitudes popular with their peers, even modifying their responses to align with group norms.

	respecting authority and: 
	0:  Individuals respect authority and feel a duty to uphold laws and rules.
	1: In discussions about hypothetical dilemmas, individuals at this stage argue for actions that uphold the law, regardless of the consequences.

	because they believe they: 
	0: Emerges in adulthood when individuals see laws as flexible tools for improving societal well-being.
	1: Advocacy for changes in laws that seem unfair or do not serve the community, like campaigning for environmental regulations or human rights.

	Actions are determined by: 
	0: Rare and seen in individuals who prioritize moral principles above all else, often at personal cost.
	1: Civil disobedience acts where individuals stand against laws or practices they consider morally wrong, based on universal ethical principles.



