
Frykman Classification

Type Radius Ulna Image

Type I Extra-articular 
fracture of the 
distal radius

No ulnar fracture

Type II Extra-articular 
fracture of the 
distal radius

Associated ulnar 
styloid fracture

Type III Intra-articular 
fracture of the 
radiocarpal joint

No ulnar fracture



Type Radius Ulna Image

Type IV Intra-articular 
fracture of the 
radiocarpal joint

Associated ulnar 
styloid fracture

Type V Intra-articular 
fracture of the 
distal radioulnar 
joint

No ulnar fracture

Type VI Intra-articular 
fracture of the 
distal radioulnar 
joint

Associated ulnar 
styloid fracture



Frykman, G. (1967). Fracture of the distal radius including sequelae—shoulder-hand-finger syndrome, 
disturbance in the distal radio-ulnar joint and impairment of nerve function: A clinical and experimental 
study. Acta Orthopaedica Scandinavica, 38(sup108), 1–61. https://doi.org/10.3109/ort.1967.38.suppl-
108.01 

Goldfarb, C. A., Yin, Y., Gilula, L. A., Fisher, A. J., & Boyer, M. I. (2001). Wrist fractures: What the 
clinician wants to know. Radiology, 219(1), 11–28. https://doi.org/10.1148/radiology.219.1.r01ap1311

Type Radius Ulna Image

Type VII Fracture involving 
both the 
radiocarpal and 
distal radioulnar 
joints

No ulnar fracture

Type VIII Fracture involving 
both the 
radiocarpal and 
distal radioulnar 
joints

Associated ulnar 
styloid fracture
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