
Discogenic Low Back Pain Treatment

Discogenic low back pain, resulting from degeneration of intervertebral discs, can be challenging to 
treat due to its multifactorial nature. Treatment options range from conservative management to 
surgical interventions.

Conservative treatments

Medications

Medications are often the first line of defense against discogenic pain.

Nonsteroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs): These medications, such as ibuprofen and 
naproxen, help reduce inflammation and alleviate pain. While effective for many, they may not be 
suitable for long-term use due to potential gastrointestinal or cardiovascular side effects.

Analgesics: Over-the-counter options like acetaminophen can relieve pain, particularly mild to 
moderate discomfort.

Muscle relaxants: Drugs such as cyclobenzaprine can be prescribed to relieve muscle spasms 
that often accompany back pain, helping to improve mobility and reduce pain.

Antidepressants and antiepileptics: Medications like duloxetine (an antidepressant) and 
gabapentin (an anticonvulsant) can be beneficial for chronic pain management, particularly when 
neuropathic pain is involved. They work by altering pain perception in the nervous system.

Physical therapy

Physical therapy is crucial in managing discogenic low back pain through targeted exercises and 
education.

Tailored exercise programs: Physical therapists design individualized exercise regimens that 
focus on strengthening core muscles, enhancing flexibility, and improving posture. These exercises 
can help stabilize the spine and reduce strain on the discs.

Manual therapy: Techniques such as spinal manipulation and mobilization can relieve pain and 
improve function by addressing joint and soft tissue restrictions.

Education and ergonomics: Therapists educate patients on proper body mechanics and 
ergonomics, which can prevent exacerbation of pain during daily activities.

Lifestyle modifications

Making certain lifestyle changes can significantly impact the management of discogenic low back pain.

Weight management: Maintaining a healthy weight reduces stress on the spine, which can 
alleviate pain and improve function.

Stop smoking cessation: Smoking has been shown to impair blood flow to spinal tissues, 
potentially accelerating disc degeneration. Quitting smoking can improve overall health and pain 
outcomes.

Ergonomic adjustments: Modifying workspaces and daily activities to promote better posture can 
help reduce strain on the back.

Mindfulness practices: Techniques such as yoga, tai chi, and meditation can enhance physical 
and emotional well-being and help patients cope with chronic pain.



Alternative therapies

Alternative therapies may provide additional relief and complement traditional treatments.

Acupuncture: This ancient practice involves inserting thin needles into specific points on the body 
to relieve pain. Some studies suggest it can be effective for chronic back pain, although results can 
vary.

Massage Therapy: Therapeutic massage can reduce muscle tension, improve circulation, and 
promote relaxation. Regular sessions may help manage pain and improve mobility.

Minimally invasive procedures
For patients who do not respond adequately to conservative treatments, minimally invasive procedures 
may offer relief with less risk than traditional surgery.

Intradiscal electrothermal therapy (IDET)

IDET involves inserting a catheter into the disc and applying heat to the inner disc tissue. This process 
aims to reduce pain by altering the nerve fibers within the disc. It is typically considered for patients 
with chronic pain due to disc degeneration.

Radiofrequency annuloplasty

This technique uses radiofrequency energy to target and disrupt the nerve fibers within the disc that 
transmit pain signals. While some patients report relief, the overall effectiveness and longevity of 
results can vary.

Epidural steroid injections

Epidural steroid injections involve administering corticosteroids directly into the epidural space around 
the spinal nerves. This can help reduce inflammation and provide temporary pain relief, often allowing 
patients to engage more fully in physical therapy.

Surgical treatments
Surgical options may be considered when conservative and minimally invasive treatments fail to 
provide adequate relief.

Spinal fusion

Spinal fusion is a procedure that involves fusing two or more vertebrae together to eliminate movement 
at the painful segment. This can provide stability and significant pain relief for patients with severe 
degenerative changes. However, it is a more invasive option and may limit spinal flexibility.

Discectomy

Discectomy involves removing a portion of a herniated disc by pressing on a nerve root. This 
procedure can relieve pain and improve function, particularly in cases where nerve compression is a 
significant issue.



Decompression surgery

Decompression surgery aims to relieve pressure on spinal nerves caused by herniated discs or other 
structures. This can involve removing bone spurs or portions of the disc to alleviate pain and restore 
function.
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